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“Do You See What I See?”      Text – John 9:8-41       OT Reading – Isaiah 6

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,

If you listen to the news at all, you will have heard about John Chau.  John Chau was the man who was killed by the tribes-people of the North Sentinel Island, which is off the coast of India.  The Sentinelese people have had little or no contact with the outside world.  There are even laws forbidding people from setting foot on the Islands – the tribes-people are to be left alone.  But John Chau believed that these people needed to hear about the Lord Jesus Christ.  So he arranged for a boat to take him to the island and he kayaked to the beach but was killed by the islanders.  
Now, opinion about what John Chau did has been fascinating to read.  What do you think?  Can you understand why he went there?  You see, most people think that the Sentinelese folk are better off without the John Chau’s of the world.  Just leave them alone so they don’t catch our diseases and they don’t become slaves of Facebook, etc.  The world thinks that Christianity is to blame for all of the world’s wars and problems, at worst, or that it only exists to provide soup kitchens and as an emotional crutch for weak people, at best.  So the last thing the Sentinelese need is a missionary.   But a spokesman for the Christian Ministry that Chau belonged to said, “John loved people, and he loved Jesus.  He was willing to give his life to share Jesus with the people on North Sentinel Island.” 
Well, this really gets us to the heart of the passage before us today.   Last week we looked at vv1-7 where Jesus healed a man born blind.  And we saw that the healing of this man is actually a picture of salvation.  
· This blind man could not see Jesus until Jesus had first taken away his blindness.  And back in ch. 3, Jesus said, “Unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  So God must first take away our spiritual blindness before we can repent and believe and receive eternal life.  
· And God does this through the preaching of the good news about Jesus and the work of the Holy Spirit inside a person. 
· And the Bible also teaches us that if we do not repent and believe in Jesus, we will spend eternity in hell. 

· And that is why John Chau went to the Sentilenese people.  He believed that their only hope for eternal life is to hear about Jesus and believe in Jesus.
Now, unbelievers simply do not  understand or like this message.  But that is because they are spiritually blind!  And spiritual blindness is the great problem that is addressed in this passage today, where the healing of a man born blind exposes the blindness of those who think they can see. 
And what we shall see is that sight and blindness are both about the Lord Jesus Christ.  For many, Jesus is good news because He opens their blind eyes and gives them eternal life.  But for many others, Jesus is bad news because they reject His gift of sight and they will face eternal judgment.   So the questions we will have to answer are: Is Jesus good news or bad news for me?  And if He is good news, am I sharing this good news with others?  
I. So first of all, the healing of a man born blind exposes the blindness of those who think they can see as the Healing is Investigated.  And here we are focusing on the spiritual blindness of the neighbours of the blind man, his parents, and the Pharisees in vv8-34. And we are given several reasons for their spiritual blindness. 
A. The first reason is fear.  Look again at v22.  We read, “(His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.)”
1. To be put out of the synagogue was a serious business.  It meant being excluded.  There were varying levels of exclusion but eventually it meant being excluded from church, from your family, and that anyone who hired you or helped you would be in danger of exclusion, and you could not buy or sell because anyone who bought or sold with you would be excluded.  Ultimately then, to be put out meant religious, social and financial devastation.  So this was a serious threat.
2. And we are told in vv18-22 that it is why his parents were willing to go on record as saying this man was their son and that he had been born blind, but that they did not know who healed him or how he had been healed.  I think we can safely assume though that they did know this, for v11 tells us that their son had been telling everyone who healed him and how.  Surely it would be odd that his parents had not heard this?!  But fearing being put out of the synagogue, they deny all knowledge of how and by whom their son can see.
3. And this fear also affects the man’s neighbours and those who had seen the man as a beggar, as we read in vv8-17.  To begin with, the safest option was just to deny that he is the same man.  But the man himself keeps telling them, “I am the man.”  And then he tells them that Jesus healed him and how He did it.  
4. Well, when they ask him in v12, where is Jesus? it seems that they have already figured out how to get out of this sticky spot.  You see, what the man has just told them suggests that Jesus might be guilty of having broken some Sabbath rules.  So they bring the man to the Pharisees – let them deal with it!  But this too is fear at work.
5. And you know, fear still keeps people from believing in Christ today.  In Communist countries, threats of punishment means people fear Christianity.  But even in the other countries, people fear how their family will react if they become a Christian.  
B. But wrong presuppositions are another reason for spiritual blindness.  And we see this in vv14-16.

1. Presuppositions are our starting beliefs or views.  We all have them.  Gravity.  

2. Well, these Pharisees had religious presuppositions.  You see, according to their own rules, and let’s be clear, these are not the laws of God in the Bible, they were rules they had made up, kneading of any sort was not necessary, so it was breaking Sabbath (Jesus mixed mud and saliva!), and anointing was not necessary work, so it was breaking Sabbath (“He anointed his eyes”), and anyway, all healing, unless it was life-saving, was not necessary, so it was breaking Sabbath (blindness is not life-threatening).  So, according to the rules of the Pharisees, Jesus was a Sabbath breaker, therefore a sinner, therefore He is “not from God.”  So their religious presuppositions kept them from believing in Jesus. 
3. And wrong presuppositions still keep people from believing in Jesus today, such as:   Evolution.  No miracles.  No resurrection.  I am not a bad person.
C. But thirdly and lastly on this point, what can also keep people in spiritual blindness is pride.  And we see this in vv24-34.

1. For a second time, the Pharisees question the man born blind.  And they use the classic interrogation method of all crooked cops, which is to tell the person they are questioning what they want them to say.  Right?  v24, “Give glory to God.  We know that this man is a sinner … How did He open your eyes?”  So what the man was supposed to say was, Well, you are the Pharisees, what would I know!  If you say He is a sinner, then He must be a sinner.   I don’t know how He opened my eyes.  But that is not what he said, is it.  Instead, he gives stunning testimony!  He says in v27 (and this is cheeky as!), “I have told you already, and you would not listen.  Why do you want to hear it again?  Do you also want to become His disciples?”  Boom!  Mic drop!  And their response is a sanctimonious rant about being disciples of Moses, etc.   So the man continues his testimony in v30.  He says, “Why, this is an amazing thing!  You do not know where He comes from, and yet He opened my eyes.  We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, God listens to him.  Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind.  If this man were not from God, He could do nothing.”  Again, wow!  
2. But rather than admit the truth that was staring them in the eyes, pride takes over and the Pharisees answer him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?”  In other words, they have the same view that the disciples expressed before the man was healed, which is that the man’s blindness must be a punishment for sin.  So who does he think he is to lecture them, the Pharisees?!  And so “they cast him out.”  This pride, pure and simple.
3. And pride keeps people from believing in Christ today.  They refuse to acknowledge that they are sinners who need saving.  They refuse to believe that they are not good enough to merit heaven.  They refuse to confess their sins and humble themselves before the cross.
So, fear, wrong presuppositions, and pride are reasons why people refuse to believe in Jesus Christ.  But look again at v16.  For there we see that while some of the Pharisees said that Jesus was a sinner and not from God, “others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?’  And there arose a division among them.”  So there were some among the Pharisees who were struggling with the evidence.  Perhaps this included Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea, who were Pharisees, and who would later take Jesus’ dead body and put it in the tomb?  But whoever these ones were, they were at least willing to see that the evidence suggested that Jesus was from God.   And that’s what John’s Gospel is all about.  He wants us to see that this healing and everything else Jesus said and did demonstrates that He “is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing in Him we may have life in His name.”  
II. And this is the key point of the second part of this passage, vv35-41, which is where the Healer of the Man Born Blind Explains Why He Came into this World.
A. We read that Jesus heard that the man born blind had been cast out of the synagogue.  So Jesus goes to Him and He asks Him, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”  And when the blind man learns that Jesus is the Son of Man, we read that “He said, ‘Lord, I believe,’ and he worshiped Him.”  
1. Now, the title Son of Man was probably used by Jesus because the title Messiah had a lot of political overtones in those times.  It also speaks of Jesus’ human nature, and that He came to undo what Adam had done in the Fall.  But the title is also found in Daniel 7 where it describes the One who has an everlasting kingdom and who is served and worshiped by all the people as God.   
B. And we will come back to this in a moment, but let’s first look at the rest of Jesus’ words in this section.  He says, “For judgment I came into this world.”  And once again, this phrase smashes the modern idea that Jesus is all about tolerance and not judgment; ‘For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.’  Some of the Pharisees near Him heard these things, and said to Him, ‘Are we also blind?’  Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, 'We see,' your guilt remains.’”  
1. The theme for this sermon is the healing of a man born blind exposes the blindness of those who think they can see.  The Pharisee’s great problem was not that they were spiritually blind; at the beginning of this episode, the blind man was also spiritually blind.  The Pharisee’s great problem was that they thought they could see with spiritual eyes, perfectly.  
2. Now, these Pharisees are a special case.  We know about the state of their heart because God has revealed it in Scripture.  Earlier we read from Isaiah 6.  There the prophet was told to preach to the Jews, saying to them, “‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’  Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.”  For God’s own reasons, many of the Jews in the centuries leading up to and including the time when Jesus came would remain blind to the truth of salvation.  
3. But we do not know about anyone else.  What we do know is that God promises that “if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that Jesus raised Him from the dead, you will be saved (Rom. 10:9).”  And “Whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16).”  

So today I have to ask you: Is Jesus good news for you or bad news for you?

· He is good news if you recognize that you are a sinner and confess your sin.  Have you done that?  Will you do that today?
· And then, like the man born blind, believe in the Son of Man – believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that He died on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins.  
· And like the man born blind, receive Him as your Lord!  Commit yourself to a life of obedience and worship.  
But we also know that Jesus said, “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations…”  People need to know that Jesus is their only hope of eternal life.  They have to know that if they do not repent and believe in Him, they will go to hell.  
· That’s what took John Chau to Sentinel Island.  
· But there are unbelievers in your families and neighbourhoods and workplaces and schools and their only hope of eternal life in heaven is to hear about Jesus and believe in Him.

May God’s wondrous grace to you lead you to share the good news with others!  And all God’s people said, Amen.
